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Plant Species Evaluation Form 

Ribes hudsonianum Richards. var. petiolare (Dougl.) Jancz. 

WESTERN BLACK CURRANT 
Family: Grossulariaceae PLANTS Symbol: RIHUP Calif. Endemic: No 
(CNPS 2017) (USDA 2017) (CNPS 2017) 

Synonyms/Other Names: Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare (Douglas) Jancz. was originally 
described as Ribes petiolare Douglas in 1830. It was later renamed as a subspecies of Ribes 
hudsonianum Richardson in 1907 and retains this name to this day (Tropicos 2017; CNPS 2017). 

Identification Issues: Considerable identification issues of Ribes taxa are unknown. 
Hybridization is known from experimental crosses, but rarely reported in wild populations 
(Morin 2009). Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare lacks nodal spines, develops a saucer shaped 
hypanthium, and has deciduous leaves (Mesler and Sawyer 2017). One of two varieties of R. 
hudsonianum occurs in California. The other variety, R. hudsonianum var. hudsonianum, has a 
northerly distribution and overlaps with R. hudsonianum var. amoena in southern Canada. Ribes 
hudsonianum var. amoena is distinguished from R. hudsonianum var. hudsonianum by its 
glandless ovaries and leaves that have shaggy hair and sessile glands on the abaxial surface 
(Morin 2009). 

Taxonomy:  
Unless otherwise cited, the following description is used with permission from the Jepson Herbarium. Jepson Flora Project (eds.) 
2017. Jepson eFlora, http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/eflora/, accessed May 2017. Copyright © Regents of the University of California. 

Genera In Family: 1 genus, 120 species: northern hemisphere, temperate South America. Some 
cultivated as food, ornamental. Note: Hypanthium data refer to part above ovary; statements 
about ovary hairs actually refer to the hypanthium around the ovary. At one time included in 
Saxifragaceae.  

Genus Description Habit: Shrub, generally < 4 m. Stem: generally erect; nodal spines 0--9; 
internodal bristles generally 0; twigs generally hairy, generally glandular. Leaf: simple, alternate, 
generally clustered on short, lateral branchlets, petioled, generally deciduous; blade generally 
palmately 3--5-lobed, generally thin, generally dentate or serrate, base generally cordate. 
Inflorescence: raceme, axillary, generally pendent, 1--25-flowered; pedicel generally not jointed 
to ovary, generally hairy or glandular; bract generally green. Flower: bisexual, radial; 
hypanthium tube exceeding ovary; sepals generally 5, generally spreading; petals generally 5, 
generally < sepals, generally flat; stamens generally 5, alternate petals, generally inserted at level 
of petals (hypanthium top), anthers generally free, generally +- not exceeding petals, generally 
glabrous, tips generally rounded; ovary inferior, chamber 1, ovules many, styles generally 2, 
generally fused except at tip, generally glabrous. Fruit: berry.  

Species Description Habit: Plant < 2 m. Stem: +- erect; nodal spines 0; internodes sparsely 
strigose. Leaf: blade 3--10 cm, coarsely double-dentate, adaxially glabrous, abaxially with few 
soft, shaggy hairs and sessile, yellow glands. Inflorescence:erect, 20--50-flowered. Flower: 
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hypanthium 4--5 mm, saucer-shaped; sepals 4--7 mm, white; petals 2 mm, white. Fruit: 9--10 
mm, black; glands sessile, yellow.  

Status: 
Note: Federally recognized Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, or Candidate species under the Endangered Species Act are 
omitted as they do not meet the definition of a Species of Conservation Concern (FSH 1909.12 § 12.52). 

State Listing G-rank S-rank CRPR R5 FSS NFP SM CA BLM 
CA: Not listed 
NV: Not listed 
OR: Not listed 

G5T3T5 CA: S2 
NV: SNR 
OR: Not listed 

2B.3 Not listed Not listed Not listed 

 

NPPA: 
Not listed 

SWAP: 
Not listed 

NNHP: 
Do not 
track 

NNPS: 
Not listed 

ORBIC: 
Not listed 

OCS: 
Not listed 

IUCN: 
Not listed 

Expanded abbreviations and citations: State Listing=California Endangered Species Act Listing (CDFW 2017b), Nevada 
Division of Forestry Fully Protected Plant Species: NAC 527 (NDF 2012), Oregon Department of Agriculture Listed Plants 
(ODA 2014); G-rank=Global Conservation Status Ranks (CDFW 2017a; NatureServe 2017); S-rank=Subnational (state or 
province-level) Conservation Status Ranks (CDFW 2017a; NatureServe 2017; NNHP 2017; ORBIC 2016); CRPR=California 
Rare Plant Rank (CNPS 2017); R5 FSS=USDA Forest Service Region 5 Regional Forester Sensitive Plant Species List (USDA 
2013); NFP SM=Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management Northwest Forest Plan Survey and Manage Species (USDA 
2001); CA BLM=California Bureau of Land Management Designated Sensitive Species (BLM 2010); NPPA=Native Plant 
Protection Act Status (CDFW 2017b); SWAP=California State Wildlife Action Plan Status (CDFW 2015); NNHP=Nevada 
Natural Heritage Program Status (NNHP 2017); NNPS=Nevada Native Plant Society Status (NNHP 2017); ORBIC=Oregon 
Biological Information Center Status (ORBIC 2016); OCS=Oregon Conservation Strategy Species (ODFW 2016); 
IUCN=International Union for Conservation of Nature Red List Status (IUCN 2017). 

Distribution: Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare occurs in western North America, from 
California to British Columbia in the west, extending to Wyoming and Montana at the eastern 
end of its distribution (NatureServe 2017). A total of seven occurrences are documented within 
California (CNDDB 2017; Calflora 2017). Three of these occurrences (3 of 7) are within the 
Modoc NF. The remaining occurrences are either in BLM territory, or of unknown ownership 
(CNDDB 2017; Calflora 2017). 
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Basemap Sources: Main map: Esri, DeLorme, USGS, NOAA, NPS. California inset map: © 
2013 National Geographic Society, i-cubed. 
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Locations within California: 
(Note: Record numbers indicate sites that contain an individual, population, or groups of populations located within ¼ mile of each other (per the California Natural Diversity 
Database (CNDDB) definition of Element Occurrences in California). Official Element Occurrence (EO) numbers for plants in California are determined solely by the CNDDB 
and are included within the Reference (Source) column for CNDDB data. Duplicate records from the same site are given the same record number and included in red. The 
Population Info column includes total number of individuals and total number and size of populations/sub-populations when provided. Elevations in meters from source were 
converted to feet. If not provided in original source, Land Manager information was obtained using the California Protected Areas Database (CPAD 2016) and Quad information 
was obtained using 24K Quads, SDE Feature Class (CDFG 2013). All other information is directly from the Reference (Source) column unless additional citation is given.)  
 
Rec. 
# 

Locality County Quad Reference 
(Source) 

Date Last 
Observed 

Population Info Threats Land 
Manager 

Elev. 
(ft.) 

1 ALONG SILVER 
CREEK NORTH 
OF HAT 
MOUNTAIN, 
WEST OF 
SURPRISE 
VALLEY. 

Lassen Snake Lake 
(4112021) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 1) 

25-Jun-
1999 

200+ PLANTS SEEN 
BETWEEN 
OCCURRENCES #1 
AND 2 IN 1996. 
UNKNOWN NUMBER 
OF PLANTS SEEN IN 
1999. A 1941 MIELKE & 
KIMMEY COLLECTION 
FROM "SILVER CREEK 
(LOST LAKE)" IS ALSO 
ATTRIBUTED TO THIS 
SITE. 

RECREATION, 
ROAD 
GRADING. 

Modoc NF, 
DFG 

6800 

1 Silver Creek (Lost 
Lake) Warner 
Mountains, Modoc 
National Forest 

Lassen Emerson 
Peak 
(4112022) 

CCH, Jan 
2017 
(UC699688
) 

29-Jun-
1941 

    Modoc NF   

1 Along Silver Creek 
on se slopes of 
Warner Mtns., 
T38N R16 E sec14 

Lassen Snake Lake 
(4112021) 

Calflora, 
May 2017 
(xr86613) 

25-Jun-
1999 

1+ individuals   Silver 
Creek 
Wildlife 
Area 

6860 

1 Modoc NF Lassen Emerson 
Peak 
(4112022) 

NRIS, Dec 
2016 
(050900E_
RIHUP001
_53) 

26-Jun-
1996 

200 individuals   Modoc NF   
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Rec. 
# 

Locality County Quad Reference 
(Source) 

Date Last 
Observed 

Population Info Threats Land 
Manager 

Elev. 
(ft.) 

2 ALONG SKUNK 
CABBAGE 
CREEK AT WEST 
END OF LOST 
LAKE, 
NORTHWEST OF 
HAT MOUNTAIN. 

Lassen Emerson 
Peak 
(4112022) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 2) 

12-Jul-
1996 

200+ PLANTS SEEN 
BETWEEN 
OCCURRENCES #1 
AND 2 IN 1996. 

RECREATION, 
ROAD 
GRADING. 

Modoc NF, 
PVT 

7300 

3 ALONG PARKER 
CREEK ROAD 
ABOVE PORTER 
RESERVOIR, 
WEST SLOPE OF 
WARNER 
MOUNTAINS. 

Modoc Shields 
Creek 
(4112043) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 3) 

13-Jun-
1976 

ONLY SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION FOR 
THIS SITE IS 1976 
OBSERVATION 
REPORTED BY 
POLSON. NEEDS 
FIELDWORK. 

  Unknown 5000 

4 ABOVE 
SWORINGER 
RESERVOIR; 
COUNTY ROAD 
42A, 3.5 MILES 
FROM ITS 
JUNCTION WITH 
COUNTY ROAD 
42. 

Lassen Snake Lake 
(4112021) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 4) 

29-Jul-
2006 

SITE IS BASED ON A 
2006 SMITH & SAWYER 
COLLECTION. 

  Unknown 6025 
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Rec. 
# 

Locality County Quad Reference 
(Source) 

Date Last 
Observed 

Population Info Threats Land 
Manager 

Elev. 
(ft.) 

5 EAST (OR ENE) 
SIDE OF BLUE 
LAKE, JUST 
BELOW THE 
CAMPGROUND, 
SOUTH END OF 
MODOC NF, ~3 
AIR MI S OF 
MODOC 
COUNTY LINE. 

Lassen Jess Valley 
(4112023) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 5) 

19-Jul-
1988 

ONLY SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION FOR 
THIS SITE IS A 1988 
BALLMER 
COLLECTION. NEEDS 
FIELDWORK. 

  Modoc NF 6100 

5 Blue Lake, extreme 
S end of Modoc 
National Forest, c. 
3 mi (airline) south 
of Modoc county 
line 

Lassen Jess Valley 
(4112023) 

CCH, Jan 
2017 
(UCR5566
3) 

19-Jul-
1988 

    Modoc NF 6102 

6 SHOVEL CREEK, 
ABOUT 9 MILES 
SOUTH OF THE 
CALIFORNIA-
OREGON 
BOUNDARY. 

Siskiyou Secret 
Spring Mtn. 
(4112282) 

CNDDB, 
May 2017 
(EO 6) 

Unknown ONLY SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION FOR 
THIS SITE IS 
LOCATION 
INFORMATION GIVEN 
IN MCMINN'S 1939 AN 
ILLUSTRATED 
MANUAL OF 
CALIFORNIA SHRUBS. 
ID NEEDS 
CONFIRMATION; THIS 
SITE IS MUCH 
FARTHER WEST THAN 
OTHER 
OCCURRENCES. 
NEEDS FIELDWORK. 

  Unknown 4800 
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Rec. 
# 

Locality County Quad Reference 
(Source) 

Date Last 
Observed 

Population Info Threats Land 
Manager 

Elev. 
(ft.) 

7 Modoc NF From 
2007 MDF 

Modoc Mahogany 
Ridge 
(4112055) 

Calflora, 
May 2017 
(ce913) 

17-Mar-
2014 

1+ individuals   BLM 4662 
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Distribution on National Forest System (NFS) lands: 
(Please see Reference column of Locations table above for references pertaining to Record Numbers indicated on NFS lands.) 

National 
Forest 
System 
(NFS) lands 

Record 
#s (from 
Locations 
table 
above) 

CNDDB 
EOs 

Non-
CNDDB 
Records  

Recent 
(seen in 
past 20 
yrs.) 

Historic 
(not seen 
in past 20 
yrs.) 

Most 
Recent 
Obs. 

EOs/ 
Recs.  
(5 mile 
buffer) 

Total 
Records 
on NFS 
lands 

Angeles: - - - - - - - 0 

Cleveland: - - - - - - - 0 

Eldorado: - - - - - - - 0 

Inyo: - - - - - - - 0 

Klamath: - - - - - - 1 0 

Lake Tahoe 
Basin MU: 

- - - - - - - 0 

Lassen: - - - - - - - 0 

Los Padres: - - - - - - - 0 

Mendocino: - - - - - - - 0 

Modoc: 1, 2, 5 3 0 1 2 25-Jun-
1999 3 3 

Plumas: - - - - - - - 0 

San 
Bernardino: 

- - - - - - - 0 

Sequoia: - - - - - - - 0 

Shasta-
Trinity: 

- - - - - - - 0 

Sierra: - - - - - - - 0 

Six Rivers: - - - - - - - 0 

Stanislaus: - - - - - - - 0 

Tahoe: - - - - - - - 0 

Totals: N/A 3 0 1 2 N/A 4 3 

 
Demographic and Population Trends: Over 200 plants were observed at element 
occurrences one and two (EO 1 and 2) in 1996. An unknown number of plants were observed 
later in 1999 (CNDDB 2017). Element occurrence 7 (EO 7) indicates that more than one 
individual were observed in March of 2014 (Calflora 2017). The remaining reports lack 
population level information or quantitative data regarding the respective occurrences (CNDDB 
2017). 
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Life History: Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare is an erect or ascending deciduous shrub that 
blooms from May until July (Morin 2009; CNPS 2017). Leaves and inflorescences arise from 
short lateral shoots. A number of basidiomycete rust genera are known to associate with certain 
Ribes taxa (Puccinia, Melampsora, Coleosporium, and Cronartium). The most notable, 
Cronartium ribicola, is responsible for white pine blister rust. Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare 
is a host for the telial stage of Cronartium ribicola (CPNWH 2017; Morin 2009). Widespread 
eradication programs were carried out in the early 20th century. Only in the Great Lakes region 
were these programs moderately successful (Marshall 1995b).  

Members of the genus Ribes produce berries (notably gooseberries and currants). Species of 
Ribes generally begin fruiting after three years of growth. Seeds often fall off the plant 
undispersed by animal vectors. Seeds remain in the soil and are viable for extended periods of 
time (Marshall 1995b). One study on Ribes roezlii detected germination of 40-year-old seeds at a 
rate of 7.3 seedlings per 100 seeds (Quick 1975). Three to nine year old seeds were taken from 
herbarium vouchers of R. americanum and placed in peat for germination. All seeds failed to 
germinate in the study (Marshall 1995a). Ribes roezlii seeds respond favorably after fire and are 
stimulated by such events. Resprouting activity by R. roezlii is documented (Ulev 2006). Other 
species, like R. aureum, likely respond well to low to moderate intensity fires, as this species 
may resprout from rhizomes. High intensity events may induce mortality of underground organs 
(Marshall 1995b). 

Diversity: Grossulariaceae is a monotypic family represented by more or less 150 species 
within the genus Ribes (Stevens 2001; Morin 2009; Mesler and Sawyer 2017). Ribes is a 
widespread northern temperate genus with European, Asian, and North American affinities. 
Representative are also found in mountainous regions in South America. Phylogenetic and 
taxonomic diversity is noteworthy in western North America, where representatives from 
multiple subgenera and sections are found (Schultheis and Donoghue 2004). Biogeographic 
studies inferred a North American origin for subg. Grossularia, and subsequent migration 
through Berignia and into Asia; a considerable notion, given that many studies indicate Asian 
origins for trans-Beringian migrations (possibly a function of taxon sampling and studies of 
groups with Old World affinities). Species in this genus are largely deciduous, berry producing 
shrubs with bisexual flowers. Gooseberries and currants are two broadly defined groups within 
Ribes that have been recognized since the time of Theophrastus (Morin 2009). The latest 
phylogenetic work supports the monophyly of all taxa considered true gooseberries (sect. 
Grossularia – only group with comprehensive monograph [Morin 2009]) (Senters and Soltis 
2003; Schultheis and Donoghue 2004). Gooseberries generally have nodal spines, internodal 
prickles, and unjointed pedicels. Currants, on the other hand, have jointed pedicels and generally 
lack both spines and prickles (Morin 2009). Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare is considered a 
member of the section Coreosma (black currants). The monophyly of Coreosma remains 
questionable, and requires greater sampling within the section to determine cohesiveness and 
accuracy of this taxonomic designation (Schultheis and Donoghue 2004). Ribes hudsonianum 
has two subspecies. The nominotypical subspecies has a more northerly and widespread 
distribution. Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare is restricted to the western United States and 
southwestern Canada (Morin 2009). 
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Habitat: Ribes hudsonianum var. petiolare is known to occur in riparian scrub, creeks, seeps, 
and lake borders in coniferous forests within California (CNDDB 2017; CNPS 2017). General 
descriptions of this widely distributed species indicate that it also occurs along stream banks, 
moist woods, edges of mountain meadows, tree bogs, swamps, shaded rock outcrops, and 
coniferous forests with moist soil (Morin 2009). Records from within California indicate that R. 
hudsonianum var. petiolare has been seen growing with Pinus sp., Populus tremuloides, Salix 
lucida, S. bebbiana, Heracleum lanatum, Aquilegia formosa, and Urtica dioica subsp. 
holosericea (CNDDB 2017). Records outside California indicate that R. hudsonianum var. 
petiolare has been observed growing with Mertensia ciliata, Pseudotsuga menziesii, Salix 
boothii, S. geyeriana, Epilobium sp., Lonicera sp., Acer sp., Spiraea sp., Pinus ponderosa, P. 
contorta, Picea engelmannii, and Salix melanopsis.  

Habitat Status or Trend: Less than ten occurrences within California are known for R. 
hudsonianum var. petiolare (CCH 2017; CNDDB 2017; CNPS 2017). Two of these records 
occur near each other and indicate that plants are threatened by recreation and road grading 
(CNDDB 2017). 

Capacity for the Species to Disperse: Direct information on the dispersal capacity of Ribes 
hudsonianum var. petiolare is lacking. All Ribes taxa produce fleshy berries (Mesler and Sawyer 
2017). The related Ribes roezlii is dispersed by a wide variety of vertebrates (black bears, 
rodents, mule deer) (Ulev 2006). 

Threats: Recreation and road grading are threats to plants associated with certain occurrences 
in California (CNDDB 2017). 
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Formatting: Form is set up as 508 compliant.  Please use the “styles” if further formatting is 
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