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Background 
Parnassia parviflora is a perennial herb in the Parnassiaceae.  P. parviflora is 
included in The Jepson Manual (1993), The Jepson Desert Manual (2003), and 
The Jepson Manual (2nd edition-treatment is available online at 
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/tjm2/review/treatments/parnassiaceae-
ball.html#36285).  P. parviflora is distinguished other California Parnassia 
species based on floral, and inflorescence characteristics.  The Jepson Manual 
(2nd Edition) treatment states that P. parviflora, “probably hybridizes with 
Parnassia palustris. Some reports of Parnassia parviflora refer to pls (plants) of 
Parnassia palustris that have small fls (flowers) and the bract gen (generally) at 
or below the middle of (the) scape.”  P. parviflora flowers between August and 
September.     
 
In California, P. parviflora is known from approximately 5 occurrences in Inyo and 
Mono counties on the east side of the Sierra Nevada, and in the White 
Mountains.  The Jepson Manual (2nd Edition) treatment states that P. parviflora is 
“very uncommon” in California.   P. parviflora is also known from Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, and Wyoming, and is widely-distributed in the north-central U.S., north-
eastern U.S., and Canada.  P. parviflora (treated as P. palustris var. parviflora) is 
ranked as G5T4 (apparently secure) by NatureServe, and is unranked (SNR) in 
all states.  Suitable habitat within and beyond the known range of P. parviflora 
should be searched for additional occurrences.    
 
In California, P. parviflora is known from mesic (sometimes rocky) slopes, and 
creek banks within meadow and seep habitats from 2000 to 2800 meters in 
elevation.  Taxa reported growing with P. parviflora include Aquilegia sp., Betula 
occidentalis, Kobresia bellardii, Carex spp., and Salix spp.  
 
Since herbarium specimens are the main source of location information for some 
of the known occurrences, some sites are vague.  More detailed location 
information for some occurrences is needed to correctly map P. parviflora.   Little 
information is currently available about the population size of P. parviflora at most 
of the known occurrences.  
 
No information about threats to P. parviflora in California is currently known.  The 
land ownership of most occurrences of P. parviflora is also unknown; however, 
the range of the species contains a significant amount of publicly-owned land 
managed by the US Forest Service.  
 
Based on the available information, CNPS and CNDDB recommend that 
Parnassia parviflora be added to List 2.3. 
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Recommended Actions 
CNPS: Add to CNPS List 2.3 
CNDDB: Add to CNDDB as G4 / S1 
 
Please review the draft CNPS Inventory record below, respond Yes or No on the 
proposal to add this species to the Inventory and CNDDB, and provide any 
edits/comments.  If responding No, please provide supporting information. 
 
Draft CNPS Inventory Record 
 
Parnassia parviflora DC. 
small-flowered grass-of-Parnassus 
Parnassiaceae 
List 2.3 
Inyo, Mono; Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Montana 
Convict Lake (434D) 3711857, Tungsten Hills (414D) 3711835, Mount Dana 
(453B) 3711982, Hammil Valley (432B) 3711864 
Meadows and seeps / mesic; elevation 2000-2800 meters. 
Perennial herb. Blooms August-September. 
Known in California from approximately 5 occurrences. 


