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Background

Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma is an annual herb in the Chenopodiaceae
known only from a small geographic area of California and Nevada. It is not
included in the Jepson Manual (1993), but will be included in the Jepson Manual,
2" Edition (Elizabeth H. Zacharias, pers. comm. 2010). Atriplex argentea var.
longitrichoma was first described as A. longitrichoma (Stutz, G.L. Chu, &S.C.
Sand.) in Madrofio, 45: 2 (1998), and revised to its current name in Rhodora 102:
421 (2001). Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma appears to be most closely
related to A. argentea var. hillmanii, but has larger fruiting bracts, lower lateral
branches that are longer than central branches, differences in leaf shape and
margin, and many elongate trichomes throughout (Stutz et al 1998). Atriplex
argentea var. longitrichoma flowers in early spring from April to May.

Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma occurs in open desert vegetation
communities with saltbush, creosote bush, mesquite, and annual weedy forbs
and grasses, and is also known to inhabit abandoned cultivated fields, roadsides,
and other disturbed sites. It is found on saline, gypsiferous clay soils (with a pH
of about 6.5), at an approximate elevation of 700-850 m (Stutz et al 1998).

Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma is known from approximately 3 occurrences
within Stewart Valley of Inyo County, California, where it was last documented in
1991. Additionally, it is known from 2 occurrences in Nevada, from Stewart and
Pahrump Valleys. The type specimen was collected in Nevada on the “W side of
Pahrump” in 1990. Itis included on the Nevada Heritage Program’s 2009 rare
plant list as a S1 taxon.

Current threats to Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma in California are unknown;
however it is threatened by development in the Pahrump Valley, Nevada (Jim
Morefield, pers. comm. 2004).

Atriplex longitrichoma was proposed as an addition to the 6" Edition of the CNPS
Inventory, 2001, but was added to the list of proposed additions too late to be
evaluated at the RPSAC regional meeting. In 2004, Atriplex argentea var.
longitrichoma was once again proposed as an addition to List 1B, but was
postponed due to taxonomic questions. Currently, those taxonomic questions
have been resolved and A. argentea var. longitrichoma is recognized as native to
California in recent floras including the Flora of North America (Vol. 5) and the 2"
Edition of the Jepson Manual.

Based on this information CNPS and CNDDB recommend that A. argentea var.
longitrichoma be added to CNPS List 1B.1.
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Recommended Actions
CNPS: Add to CNPS List 1B.1
CNDDB: Add to CNDDB as G5T1T2/ S1

Please review the draft CNPS Inventory record below, respond Yes or No on the
proposal to add this species to the Inventory and CNDDB, and provide any
edits/comments. If responding No, please provide supporting information.

Draft CNPS Inventory Record

Atriplex argentea var. longitrichoma (Stutz et al.) S.L. Welsh
Chenopodeaceae

List 1B.1

Inyo

Stewart Valley (298B) 3611622

Mojave desert scrub/alkaline, disturbed areas, roadsides; elevation 700-850
meters.

Annual herb. Blooms April-May.

Threatened by development. See Madrofio 45(2): 128 (1998) for original
description and Rhodora 102: 421 (2001) for revised nomenclature.
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